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Since the 25th July the United States has carried out five unmanned airstrikes:

August 14th: The U.S. carried out its first airstrike in almost three weeks on a compound in the
village of Issori, near Miramshah, North Waziristan. Reports suggested that twelve al Qaida or
Taliban operatives sheltering in the compound were killed in the attack. None were believed to
be senior figures.

August 21st: Reports claimed that the United States fired four missiles from an unmanned
aircraft at vehicles and a compound outside the village of Anghar Kala, Miramshah, North
Waziristan. The airstrike killed six people, including 'foreigners'.

August 23rd: An unmanned airstrike targeted a compound in the village of Danda Darpa Khel,
Miramshah, North Waziristan. Five terrorists and seven civilians were killed in the attack. In a
second attack, five Taliban fighters were killed when UAVs fired two missiles at a compound in
the village of Derga Mandi. The latter strike was the 53rd conducted by the United States this
year. This meant that the United States had now matched its entire strike total for the previous
year.

August 27th: The United States changed the focus of its unmanned airstrikes to the tribal
agency of Kurram. An unmanned airstrike hit two vehicles near a compound in the village of
Shahidano. Whilst no senior al Qaida or Taliban figures were amongst the four killed in the
attack, Pakistani sources claimed the airstrike targeted members of Hakeemullah Mehsud,
leader of the Tehreek-e-Taliban. According to the Long War Journal the Taliban regrouped in
Kurram after the Pakistani military launched its offensive in South Waziristan in 2009. The
Taliban in Kurram are commanded by Maluvi Noor Jamal, who is regarded as a potential
successor to Hakeemullah.
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