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The US Department of Defence has confirmed that the following members of US'Armed Forces
have died in the service of their country during December 2009. It does not release eulogies as
is the practice of the UK MoD so we are unable to provide further details.

Spc. Jason M. Johnston, 24, of Albion, N.Y., died Dec. 26 in Arghandab, Afghanistan, of
wounds suffered when insurgents attacked his unit with an improvised explosive device. He was
assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 508th Parachute Infantry Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat Team,
82nd Airborne Division, Fort Bragg, N.C.

Staff Sgt. David H. Gutierrez, 35, of San Francisco, Ca., died Dec. 25 at Kandahar Air Field,
Afghanistan, of wounds suffered when insurgents attacked his dismounted patrol with an
improvised explosive device in Howz-e Madad. He was assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 1st
Infantry Regiment, 5th Brigade, 2nd Infantry Division, Fort Lewis, Wash.

Sgt. Albert D. Ware, 27, of Chicago, Ill., died Dec. 18 in Arghandab River Valley, Afghanistan,
of wounds suffered when enemy forces attacked his vehicle with an improvised explosive
device. He was assigned to the 782nd Combat Support Battalion, 4th Brigade Combat Team,
82nd Airborne Division, Fort Bragg, N.C

Tech. Sgt. Anthony C. Campbell Jr., 35, of Florence, Ky.,died Dec. 15 of wounds suffered
from the detonation of an improvised explosive device in Helmand Province, Afghanistan.
Campbell was assigned to the 932nd Civil Engineer Squadron, Scott Air Force Base, Ill.

Cpl. Xhacob Latorre, 21, of Waterbury, Conn., died Dec. 8 of wounds sustained while
supporting combat operations in Helmand province, Afghanistan. He was assigned to 2nd
Battalion, 8th Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine Division, II Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp
Lejeune, N.C.

Staff Sgt. Dennis J. Hansen, 31, of Panama City, Fla., died Dec. 7 at the Landstuhl Regional
Medical Center in Landstuhl, Germany, of wounds sustained when insurgents attacked his unit
Dec. 3 with an improvised explosive device in Logar province, Afghanistan. He was assigned to
the 1st Battalion, 32nd Infantry Regiment, 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 10th Mountain Division
(Light Infantry), Fort Drum, N.Y.

Sgt. Elijah J. Rao, 26, of Lake Oswego, Ore., died Dec. 5 in Nuristan, Afghanistan, of wounds
suffered when enemy forces attacked his unit with an improvised explosive device. He was
assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 77th Field Artillery Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat Team, 4th
Infantry Division, Fort Carson, Colo.

Sgt. Kenneth R. Nichols Jr., 28, of Chrisman, Ill., died Dec. 1 in Kunar province, Afghanistan,
of wounds suffered when enemy forces attacked his unit using small arms and rocket-propelled
grenade fires. He was assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 12th Infantry Regiment, 4th Brigade
Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division, Fort Carson, Colo.
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Lance Cpl. Jonathan A. Taylor, 22, of Jacksonville, Fla., died Dec. 1 while supporting
combat operations in Helmand province, Afghanistan. He was assigned to 2nd Battalion, 2nd
Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine Division, II Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp Lejeune, N.C.
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