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In my statement to the House on 27 October, | said that the Government would update
Parliament on developments in Afghanistan every month. This is part of our commitment to
keep Parliament regularly informed. This first monthly report covers a range of issues: the
Lisbon Summit, Afghanistan's Parliamentary Elections, governance and regional engagement.
Future reports will update on progress in Afghanistan.

The Rt. Hon. William Hague MP
Secretary of State for Foreign & Commonwealth Affairs

Lisbon Summit

Afghanistan was at the heart of the NATO Lisbon Summit on 19-20 November, demonstrating
the high priority that NATO places on its efforts to build a secure and stable Afghanistan.

All 48 nations contributing to the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) reaffirmed their
enduring commitment to Afghanistan's security and stability. They also welcomed the
participation and support of other international partners at the Summit, including the United
Nations, the European Union, the World Bank and Japan, with all of whom ISAF shares a
common vision for a better Afghanistan.

The ISAF Commander, General David Petraeus, reported that progress had been made on
several fronts: the momentum of the insurgency had been broadly arrested across Afghanistan
—though not in all locations — and reversed in a number of key areas; the area under the Afghan
Government's control continued to expand and the Afghanistan National Security Force (ANSF)
was proving to be an increasingly effective force, having successfully provided security for two
nationwide elections in 2009 and 2010.

ISAF partners agreed that they would work in partnership with the Afghan Government to
deliver President Karzai's objective of transitioning lead security responsibility to the ANSF, in
all provinces, by the end of 2014. Transition to Afghan lead security responsibility will be
dependent on the conditions in each district and province. It will see ISAF's role evolve away
from combat towards increased training, mentoring and support. The transition process is on
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track to begin in some provinces and districts in early 2011 following a joint Afghan and
NATO/ISAF assessment and decision.

In advance of the Summit NATO asked ISAF partners to fill additional training positions that
would help the NATO Training Mission to Afghanistan (NTM-A) continue to meet targets for
expanding the Afghan National Army (ANA)and Afghan National Police (ANP). The Summit
reported a strong response from partners. The UK had already announced a contribution of
approximately 320 additional trainers. Canada confirmed that it would deploy a training mission
with approximately 700 military trainers, 200 support troops and 45 police; ltaly pledged an
additional 200 trainers; Portugal 42; Croatia 30; and Bulgaria three additional mentoring and
training teams. Other countries confirmed that they were considering new pledges, which would
be discussed at a Force Generation Conference at the end of November.

Although the NTM-A priority shortfalls have therefore been met, the UK will continue to press
our international partners to ensure that NTM-A continues to have the resources to fulfil its
mission.

Looking beyond ISAF's current mission, NATO and Afghanistan agreed at the Summit the
framework of a long-term partnership. NATO agreed to provide sustained practical support for
Afghanistan, while the Afghan Government affirmed that it would be an enduring partner to
NATO and committed itself to carry out its responsibilities in a manner consistent with the
commitments made at the London Conference of January 2010 and the Kabul Conference of
July 2010. These would include measures to combat terrorism, address corruption and support
regional security. NATO and the Afghan Government will now agree the details of a
co-operation programme to take forward this partnership.

Security

ISAF operations are increasing the pressure on the insurgency. The significant uplift in troop
numbers corresponds with an increase in military operations, particularly in those areas where
insurgent activity is still strong. Although this has not caused a significant increase in civilian
casualties, neither has it led to a decrease in ISAF casualties. The focus of ISAF operations
over this period has been in the south, principally in Kandahar and Helmand provinces, where
unprecedented pressure has reduced the effectiveness of the insurgency. As a result, there is
cause for cautious optimism, but it must not be forgotten that there remains a significant
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insurgency to fight.

Figure 1 shows that the number of violent events recorded by ISAF has been declining since
September (with the notable exception of the week of the Parliamentary elections). This is in
line with seasonal trends seen in previous years.

It is worth noting that:

i. the steady increase in the number of violent incidents recorded in 2010 was anticipated and
reflects the insurgency's reaction to the significant increase in troop numbers and the
accelerated tempo of operations, operations that are increasingly being undertaken by the
ANSF but still with significant ISAF support;

ii. the nature of insurgent attacks is also changing in response to the increase in both the
numbers and activity of Afghan and international forces, as witnessed by the sharp increase in
the number of direct fire attacks; and

iii. violence is not evenly distributed across the country. Statistics reveal that, in the week to12
November, 70% of all violence occurs in just four of Afghanistan's 34 provinces (Helmand,
Kandahar, Kunar and Ghazni) with 40% occurring in just five districts.

Figure 1: Violent incidents across Afghanistan (source: ISAF)

3/4



Afghanistan: monthly progress report November 2010 - Defence Viewpoints from UK Defence Forum
Tuesday, 14 December 2010 16:01

Figure 1: Violent incidents across Afghanistan (source: ISAF)
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Figure 2: Comributioni to ISAF
Conntry Contribution
Us 90,000
UK 5,500
Germany 4341
France 3350
Italv 3,688
Canada 2yl
Poland 219
Tutkev 1.790
Romama 1.648
Spain 154
Australia 1,55
Others {37 nations) 7.546
Current Total 130930
Above numbers are indicarive of iroop confributions as at 15 November 2010, aciual numbe)

174



