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The US Department of Defence has confirmed that the following members of US'Armed Forces
have died in the service of their country during January 2010. It does not release eulogies as is
the practice of the UK MoD so we are unable to provide further details.

The Department of Defense announced today the death of two soldiers who were supporting
Operation Enduring Freedom. They died Jan. 29 in Wardak province, Afghanistan, of injuries
sustained while supporting combat operations.

Killed were:

Capt. David J. Thompson, 39, of Hooker, Okla., who was assigned to the 3rd Battalion 3rd
Special Forces Group, Fort Bragg, N.C.

Spc. Marc P. Decoteau, 19, of Waterville Valley, N.H., who was assigned to the 6th
Psychological Operations Battalion (Airborne), 4th Psychological Operations Group (Airborne),
Fort Bragg, N.C.

Staff Sgt. Rusty H. Christian, 24, of Greenville, Tenn., died Jan. 28 in Oruzgan province,
Afghanistan, of wounds suffered when enemy forces attacked his unit with an improvised
explosive device. He was assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 1st Special Forces Group, Joint Base
Lewis-McChord, Wash.

Sgt. David J. Smith, 25, of Frederick, Md., died Jan. 26 from wounds received Jan. 23 while
supporting combat operations in Helmand Province, Afghanistan. He was assigned to 4th Light
Armored Reconnaissance Battalion, 4th Marine Division, Marine Forces Reserve, based out of
Camp Pendleton, Calif.

The Department of Defense announced today the deaths of three Marines who were
supporting Operation Enduring Freedom.The following Marines died Jan. 24 while supporting
combat operations in Helmand province, Afghanistan:

Sgt. Daniel M. Angus, 28, of Thonotosassa, Fla.

Lance Cpl. Timothy J. Poole, 22, of Bowling Green, Ky.

Lance Cpl. Zachary D. Smith, 19, of Hornell, N.Y.

Angus and Smith were assigned to 1st Battalion, 6th Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine Division,
Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp Lejeune, N.C.

Poole was assigned to 1st Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment, 3rd Marine Division, Ill Marine
Expeditionary Force, Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii.

Lance Cpl. Jeremy M. Kane, 22, of Towson, Md., died Jan. 23 while supporting combat
operations in Helmand province, Afghanistan. He was assigned to 4th Light Armored
Reconnaissance Battalion, 4th Marine Division, Marine Forces Reserve, based out of Camp
Pendleton, Calif.

Petty Officer 2nd Class Xin Qi, 25, of Cordova, Tenn., died Jan. 23, while supporting combat
operations in Afghanistan. Qi was assigned to Fourth Light Armored Reconnaissance
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Battalion, Marine Expeditionary Brigade — Afghanistan.

Staff Sgt. Thaddeus S. Montgomery Il, 29, of West Yellowstone, Mont., died Jan. 20 at
Korengal Outpost, Afghanistan. He was assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 12th Infantry Regiment,
4th Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division, Fort Carson, Colo.

Capt. Paul Pena, 27, of San Marcos, Texas, died Jan. 19 in Arghandab River Valley,
Afghanistan, of wounds suffered when enemy forces attacked his unit with an improvised
explosive device. He was assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 508th Parachute Infantry Regiment,
4th Brigade Combat Team, 82nd Airborne Division, Fort Bragg, N.C.

Tech. Sgt. Adam K. Ginett, 29, of Knightdale, N.C., died Jan. 19 near Kandahar Air Field,
Afghanistan, of wounds suffered from an improvised explosive device. He was assigned to the
31st Civil Engineer Squadron, Aviano Air Base, Italy.

Spc. Robert Donevski, 19, of Sun City, Ariz., died Jan. 16 in Abad, Afghanistan, of wounds
suffered when insurgents attacked his unit using small arms fire. He was assigned to the 2nd
Battalion, 12th Infantry Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division, Fort
Carson, Colo.

Sgt. Christopher R. Hrbek, 25, of Westwood, N.J., died Jan. 14 while supporting combat
operations in Helmand province, Afghanistan. He was assigned to 3rd Battalion, 10th Marine
Regiment, 2nd Marine Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp Lejeune, N.C.

The Department of Defense announced today the deaths of two soldiers who were supporting
Operation Enduring Freedom. They died Jan. 13 at Combat Outpost McClain, Afghanistan, of
wounds suffered when enemy forces attacked their vehicle with an improvised explosive
device. The soldiers were assigned to the 118th Military Police Company (Airborne), 503rd
Military Police Battalion (Airborne), 16th Military Police Brigade (Airborne), Fort Bragg, N.C.
Killed were:

Staff Sgt. Daniel D. Merriweather, 25, of Collierville Tenn.

Pfc. Geoffrey A. Whitsitt, 21, of Taylors, S.C.

Sgt. Lucas T. Beachnaw, 23, of Lowell, Mich., died Jan. 13 in Darya Ya, Afghanistan, of
wounds suffered when enemy forces attacked his unit using small arms fire. He was assigned
to the 2nd Battalion, 503rd Infantry Regiment, 173rd Airborne Brigade Combat Team, Camp
Ederle, ltaly.

Spc. Kyle J. Wright, 22, of Romeoville, Ill., died Jan. 13 at Kandahar Air Field, Afghanistan, of
wounds suffered earlier that day when enemy forces attacked his vehicle with an improvised
explosive device in Kandahar province. He was assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry
Regiment, 5th Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 2nd Infantry Division, Fort Lewis, Wash.

The Department of Defense announced today the death of three Marines who were supporting
Operation Enduring Freedom. The following Marines died Jan. 11 while supporting combat
operations in Helmand province, Afghanistan:
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Staff Sgt. Matthew N. Ingham, 25, of Altoona, Pa.

Cpl. Jamie R. Lowe, 21, of Johnsonville, lIl.

Cpl. Nicholas K. Uzenski, 21, of Tomball, Texas.

Ingham, Lowe and Uzenski were assigned to 3rd Reconnaissance Battalion, 3rd Marine
Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force, Okinawa, Japan.

Lance Cpl. Jacob A. Meinert, 20, of Fort Atkinson, Wis., died Jan. 10 while supporting combat
operations in Helmand province, Afghanistan. He was assigned to 1st Battalion, 3rd Marine
Regiment, 3rd Marine Division, Ill Marine Expeditionary Force, Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii.

Sgt. 1st Class Jason O. B. Hickman, 35, of Kingsport, Tenn., died Jan. 7 at Forward Operating
Base Salerno, Afghanistan, of wounds suffered earlier that day at Combat Outpost Bowri Tana,
when enemy forces attacked his unit with an improvised explosive device and small arms fire.
He was assigned to Brigade Special Troops Battalion, 4th Airborne Brigade Combat Team,
25th Infantry Division, Fort Richardson, Alaska.

Spc. David A. Croft Jr., 22, of Plant City, Fla., died Jan. 5 in Baghdad, of wounds suffered when
insurgents attacked his unit with an improvised explosive device and small arms fire. He was
assigned to the 1st Squadron, 7th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry
Division, Fort Hood, Texas.

Senior Airman Bradley R. Smith, 24, of Troy, lll., died Jan. 3 near Kandahar Airfield,
Afghanistan, of wounds sustained while supporting combat operations. He was assigned to the
10th Air Support Operations Squadron, Fort Riley, Kan.

The Department of Defense announced today the death of three soldiers who were supporting
Operation Enduring Freedom. They died Jan. 3 in Ashoque, Afghanistan, from wounds suffered
when insurgents attacked their unit with multiple improvised explosives devices and small arms
fire. They were assigned to the 1st Battalion, 12th Infantry Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat
Team, 4th Infantry Division, Fort Carson, Colo.

Killed were:

Sgt. Joshua A. Lengstorf, 24, of Yoncalla, Ore.
Spc. Brian R. Bowman, 24, of Crawfordsville, Ind.
Pvt. John P. Dion, 19, of Shattuck, Okla.
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